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Welcome to a new magazine published by Lower Ford Street Church.
Last year was full of activity and expectation with the Jubilee Celebrations
and the Olympics. I suspect these events have had very little impact on
most of us, our lives have continued much the same. Not wishing to ignore
these events altogether; the fact is that life goes on. Our routines continue
– good or bad. This magazine aims to show that Christians, including us at
Lower Ford Street Church, are ordinary people too.
In one of the stories from the Bible (John chapter 4) a woman met Jesus
and her life was changed. She told her friends and neighbours about Jesus
and after they had met Him they said to the woman, “We no longer believe
just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.” Our prayer is that in
reading this magazine you will be moved to come to church, ask questions
and find Jesus to not only be the Saviour of the world – but your Saviour.

faith

Bible words explained

The Bible contains all we need to
know about the only way to God
through faith in Jesus Christ. In each
edition of this magazine we will consider an important Bible word, this
time we will look at the word faith.
Faith is a very common word but can
mean different things to different
people. For example, I have no faith
in my washing machine or I have faith
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in my new car or I have no faith the
train will turn up on time. Or even the
common phrase – ‘you just have to
have faith’.
The Bible uses the word faith very
differently. It uses faith in a way that
speaks of certainty, certainty in what
God has revealed in the Bible and especially through Jesus Christ. Biblical

faith has an object; there is substance
to it, based on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, real events
that happened.
Rather than a ‘sort of something’
there is a specific person to put our
faith in. That person is the Lord Jesus
Christ. We can have absolute certainty in His character and what He has
done for imperfect people like you
and me – that is, die on a cross and
rise from the dead to bring us into
a real relationship with God. Faith is
not only believing that these facts are
true, but also committing ourselves
to Jesus.

God’s peace in the face of bad
news – Michael’s story
It was a surprise in February 2011
when I was diagnosed with cancer
(‘non-hodgkins lymphoma’). But it
didn’t sink in and I felt detached from
my circumstances.

though all the test results were not in.
I was told ‘after a course of chemotherapy you will notice the lumps in your
groin will melt away’. Further tests and
checks confirmed their initial diagnosis.

My wife Pauline accompanied me on
most of my hospital appointments and
felt more distressed than I did. I just
stood there unmoved by the information. The doctor seemed upbeat even

I felt at ease and had confidence in the
medical team who were looking after
me, and a sense of assurance crept over
me that what had happened to me had
not taken God by surprise even though
it had been a surprise to me and my family. I reflected on what had happened
and concluded that God was sovereign,
He was in control of my circumstances
and nothing happens without His permission.
Friends at church gave
us a book to read
entitled “My God
is True: lessons
learned
along
cancer’s
dark
road” by Paul D.
Wolfe. He had ex-

Promises promises...
So many people make promises to us,
whether it’s friends or family, teachers
and politicians, but they either tell us
lies or simply do not have the power to
keep them. We even make promises to
ourselves and are let down by our own
sense of failure. But it’s with great joy
and confidence that we can point you to
Jesus. He will not lie or deceive and has
the power to do what He promises. The
following words have brought millions
peace and comfort as they have simply
taken Jesus at His word.

Jesus said; “Come

perienced a similar cancer to mine.

and could not come into contact with
infection. My mother suffered with
pneumonia on many occasions, and it
would have been difficult for us to have
made my mother move on my account,
so we witnessed the loving hand of our
God.

The author helpfully pointed to verses from the Bible (Habakkuk ch3 v
17-18Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails and the
fields produce no food, though there
are no sheep in the pen and no cattle
in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the
Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.).
These were not new verses to me; I
remembered them from many years
ago when we were struggling to bring
up our disabled daughter. During this
time I was made to think where my true
pleasure came from: was it pleasant circumstances and prosperity? Or was my
pleasure found only in God? These were
dark circumstances that made me ask
hard questions of my faith in God. But
the Bible tells us that because of Jesus
‘He (God) will never leave us or forsake
us.’ Hebrews 13:5 ‘Keep your lives free
from the love of money and be content
with what you have, because God has
said, “Never will I leave you; never will I
forsake you.”’
During these testing times other pressures raised their head: my aged mother, who had lived with us for many years,
fell in the January and fractured her leg
and was hospitalised. God was gracious
though, and we found a good nursing
home where my mother was lovingly
cared for during her last months.
We were able to trace God in control of
our circumstances. I had a low immune
system because of the chemotherapy

to me, all you
who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.”
The New Testament, Matthew’s
Gospel chapter 11 verses 28-30.

Chemotherapy is given either in four,
six or eight doses (depending on the
virility of the cancer and its response to
treatment). Scans are made between
the fourth and sixth dose and after
the eighth. With the church we prayed
that I would only need four and God
graciously answered our prayers and
the result of my scan was ‘no trace of
activity’.

Comment
Michael steadily improved and
has slowly been getting back to
normal work.
Christians are not immune to any
of the difficulties that come to us
as part of our common human
experience whether it might be
cancer, death, unemployment,
depression etc. But there’s a
great difference. Christians know
God is in control.

Chemotherapy was soon followed by a
course of fifteen radio therapy sessions
over a period of three weeks, these
proved to be without discomfort. I experienced and continue to experience
fatigue as a result of the treatment.

It doesn’t make it easy, and often
it is hard, but we know our Father in heaven is lovingly working things out for our good and
we can always speak to Him in
our troubles.

Recently the radio therapy consultant
informed me that I was in full remission
and could be cured. He hoped he would
never see me again. The haematologist
consultant continues to be happy with
my state of health but he will be keeping an eye on me for the next five years.

The greatest benefit Christians
have, and I’m sure Michael would
agree, is the forgiveness of sins
and new life in Jesus Christ. This
forgiveness is freely given to all
who ask God. It’s freely given but
it isn’t cheap. It cost Jesus His life
through an agonising death on
the cross as He bore the punishment for people like you and me.

My wife and I have been very privileged
to witness the loving hand of God in my
recovery and continued health. The fact
that God is in control is a great blessing
and comfort to our lives. We give thanks
to our gracious and loving God.

It’s this truth of salvation and
God’s love that has comforted
Michael and Pauline in tough
times.

A revamped Church Building:
a new focus for our community
Our Church in Lower Ford Street has
been steadily growing in numbers
over the last few years, so much so
that we need to make a number of
changes to the building structure.
The original church building has already changed over the years since
its simple beginnings as described in
Benjamin Poole’s History of Coventry (1866) shows:

take some time. We aren’t after your
money, but it would be great if you
just came along to find out what will
be happening. We have quite a few
activities going on in the church and
the alterations will make it
even better! For
more

‘It is a plain, little brick edifice, but a substantial building which has open pews,
a rather lofty timber roof,
the walls being sufficiently
strong to sustain galleries,
though none have been
erected. The seats on the
ground floor will accommodate 360 persons; the entire
cost of the building, including £118 for the site, was
about £800’.
To continue serving the Lord
Jesus Christ and the local
community, a little while ago
the Church applied for planning permission to make
changes to the building. Permission has been granted,
though any actual work will

details see the church website (www.
lfsbc.org.uk) or why not come along
to one of the church services.
We have been given a grant to help
us build a church that can serve the
community been given to us on the
condition we open up the church to
the community. This isn’t a problem
for us, but a delight, because it’s
one of the reasons the work is going
ahead anyway! We want you
to come along and see what
goes on.
We expect building work to
start sometime in the New
Year (2013). This means
our church building will
close for about 10 months.
This doesn’t mean we stop
meeting together but we’ll
be making times and places
known – partly through this
magazine, flyers and other
media.

For more details of the
project please visit the
Church Website.

(www.lfsbc.org.uk)

proposed changes for the ground floor

Who are we?
Lower Ford Street Church has been on its present site for over 150 years.
We believe the historic Christian faith that has been preached, believed and lived for over 2000 years. It’s something deep, real & meaningful.
We are from all sorts of backgrounds, ages and nationalities. The wonderful truth that unites us is that Jesus came
into the world to give us eternal life. We are a group of ordinary people who have come to love, trust and obey
Jesus. Jesus is the only way to God. To hear more about Jesus, the Bible and what it means to have a real relationship with God you are very welcome to come to any of our Sunday services or to contact us (contact details inside).

